
 

 

 

 

HANOVER HOCKEY ASSOCIATION 

Minutes of the Hanover Hockey Association Board Meeting 

February 9, 2010 

 

In attendance:  Tim Beaver, Steve Bensen, Tammy Coffin, Dan French, Elizabeth Gardner, 

Aimee Goodwin, Jeff Graham, Charlie Hackett, Sharon Ikeda, Betsy Knights, Ann Malenka, 

Mark Meyerrose, Steve McAllister, Bill Miles, John Montgomery, Dave Peters, Scott Peters, and 

Mike Wagner. 

Absent:  Mark Brisson, Jill Larsen, Kathy Peters, Scott Peters, and Kim Whalen. 

Guests:  John Brigham, Dwight Sperry, and Mike Derosier. 

 

 

Scott and Charlie called the meeting to order at 6:30 p.m.   

 

1. Minutes 

The January minutes were approved. 

 

 

2. New Business 

Community Service: Mike Wagner reported on two community service projects:  a food drive 

by the Mite White and Green teams to benefit the Haven and a bake sale by the U14 Green team 

to benefit victims of the earthquake in Haiti. 

 

Situation Discussion – Mite White:  Charlie updated the group about concerns regarding the 

Mite White coaching issues.  He provided an overview of the situation, noting that he, John, and 

Jeff had met with Mite White parents during a Mite White practice.  In addition, Scott said that 

there had been much email communication and many conversations regarding the situation, in 

addition to the meeting.  Charlie circulated a letter to the Board that he, Scott, and John proposed 

should be sent to the Mite White coaches.  He suggested that the Board allow some time for 

discussion of the letter and then vote on whether or not to send it.  The group discussed the 

situation, noting that families from the team did not wish for the head coach to be dismissed and 

that the most important outcome is for the players on the team to have a positive experience for 

the rest of the season.  Tim suggested that all 5 families should be apprised of the outcome.  

After some discussion, the Board approved sending the letter. 

 

Girls U12 – update/complaint:  Scott said that there had been a complaint from one parent 

about the split in the U12 team to Green and White, requiring a second round of tryouts in 
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December.  Scott explained that the parent was disappointed that his daughter had been required 

to participate in tryouts after the start of the season.  Scott pointed out that this whole situation 

could have been avoided if we had made a firmer plan for the U12s from the outset and held fast 

to that plan. 

 

NH Festival requirements for HHA:  Scott explained that New Hampshire is hosting the 

Festival tournament.  The GSL expects member associations, such as the HHA, to buy an ad in 

the program and also work for the Select U14-15 games in Nashua on March 28.  Scott will 

follow up to see if there is a way for us not to work these games, perhaps paying individuals 

from the local association to work in the HHA slots. 

 

End of Season Scheduling and ice allocations:  The group discussed when we should end 

scheduled practices.  The policy and custom has been to continue to schedule practices through 

the end of February or until a team plays in its state tournament, whichever is first, assuming the 

team qualifies for states.  This year, some teams are playing games and tournaments after their 

state tournament, so there is still a question about scheduling practices beyond the first weekend 

in March.  The group agreed that the HHA would provide ice for one practice per week through 

March if requested by the coach, budget permitting.  Teams would need to fund practices beyond 

the one per week themselves, although the HHA would purchase the ice to provide insurance 

coverage. 

 

Scheduling:  Mark suggested that we continue the scheduling discussion next month, once he 

has had a chance to talk with Kim Whalen. 

 

Pee Wee Tier 3 State Tournament:  John will serve as the tournament director and will 

circulate a work sheet to enlist volunteers.  Jeff will also use this opportunity as a fundraiser and 

will work with John and others for some ideas. 

 

3. Operations Review 

Registration:  Sharon asked Steve M. to update the website to be ready for a March 1 

preregistration.  The group agreed that we should try to make on-line payments an option.  John 

suggested that Sharon follow up with Mike and Steve M. to see if this can be an option.  

Preregistration will have an April 1 deadline. 

 

Sharon also said that she had received a request from an out-of-district first-year Bantam player 

to be voted in off the waitlist now, instead of July.  He is currently playing for a team in the 

Southern part of the state which is having spring tryouts, so he needs to know now if he can play 

for Hanover instead of the Southern team next season.  The Board voted to accept him off the 

waitlist.  Sharon also asked if we should offer a refund to a Wild Mite player who left after fewer 

than three skates.  The group approved offering a full refund. 

 

Parent Coordinator:  Elizabeth is collecting jerseys and will store them for the summer.   

 

Girls Program:  Betsy shared the proposal for the Girls Program for next year.  The group 

agreed that we will need to adhere to the registration deadline so that teams are set after tryouts.  

There will not be a U16 team, and the families of U16-aged players will need to work together to 
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find other options for their daughters, such as a regional U16 team that would draw from the 

greater Upper Valley community.  There will be a Green and a White team at the U12 and U14 

levels, with the U12 White team a House/Development team.  Next year, U12-aged girls will be 

able to play up only one year for the U14 team; specifically, this would include girls born in 

1998.  Girls will be required to pre-register by March 31 or they will be waitlisted, as is the case 

with the co-ed teamsS. 

 

Coaching Coordinator:  Aimee asked that we develop a means of getting feedback on the HHA 

coaching, which would be collected from all HHA members. 

 

Initiation programs:  Dan reported that the initiation programs are going well.  Learn to Play 

has 55 skaters, with 8 new skaters in this session.  Wild Mites are going to the Twin Valley 

House tournament.  They will be finishing in the third weekend in March with a jamboree. 

 

State Delegates:  Tim reported that Squirt Red has been pulled from the GSL website.  He also 

reported that there is a 3x3 cross ice tournament scheduled at Proctor.   

 

Communications and Web site:  Steve and Mark reported that we still need a web master. 

 

Board projects:  Charlie had nothing to report.  John reminded the group that we will need to 

start thinking of Board composition for next year. 

 

The meeting was adjourned at 8:30 pm. 


